
Message from the Co-Chairs
Think you’re seeing double?  Well, maybe not.  However, you are now encountering two co-chairs.  Sherri Raschio and 
Olivia Mercado are the new co-chairs for the Trust.  From observing our previous chair, Georgenne Ferdun, we knew it 
was a big job, yet we didn’t fully appreciate its complexity.  We will both direct our energy to address the many aspects of 
developing the Trust.  

In other Trust matters, our energetic volunteers and all board members have worked in a variety of restoration, 
gardening, education, community outreach, and fundraising projects during the summer and fall.  In September we 
launched a new fundraising event, Living Locally, which included outdoor eco-activities, a locavore dinner and silent 
auction.  Everyone had a great time and we raised $4898 for the Trust’s operational activities.  Also in September, we 
joined with National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) in celebrating National Public Lands Day by planting 
93 trees at Alder Creek Farm and added several new faces to our volunteer list.  

Another effort that is underway includes writing grants and planning for a capital campaign for the proposed acquisition 
of important estuary wetlands.  More on our land acquisition efforts can be found in this newsletter.

We are both grateful to all the donors and volunteers who share the Trust’s conservation mission.  With your help we 
can proceed to save natural areas in our local region and further develop the great spirit of community that is a unique 
presence in the Manzanita, Nehalem, and Wheeler area.  We hope you will continue to support the Trust with donations, 
volunteering, and your membership.
-Olivia Mercado and Sherri Raschio, Board Co-Chairs

Returning Wetlands – Dirty Gems
Swamps, marshes, bogs, and other wet, muddy places are jewels 
in disguise.  Some are inundated with salt water, some with fresh 
water.  Either way these all are areas that get inundated often 
enough that the soil is saturated.  Wetlands store storm and ÿood 
water and recharge the ground water.  They þlter the water before 
it enters the bay, protecting the shrimp, mussels, clams, crabs, and 
us from pollutants.  Along the bay the intertidal salt marsh shields 
nearby areas from storm damage and erosion and holds large wood 
to protect the edges and provide hiding places and food for small 
creatures.  The marsh will protect us as the sea level rises and 
provide new areas for transitional habitat. 

The food chain that begins in the marsh and swamp and the deeper 
water channels is based on decayed vegetation and insects.  In the 
swamp the birds look for berries and insects.  The band-tailed pigeon 
þnds the minerals for its digestion.  In the estuary bay shrimp feed 
the crabs and water birds.  Small þsh become dinner for larger þsh 
and for the heron standing there waiting with his feet in the water.  
Larger þsh feed the salmon, the eagles in their nearby nest, and us.  
It’s all part of the complex web that we call home.
-Georgenne Ferdun Palustrine wetlands are an essential part of the Trust’s 

mission to protect areas for the beneþt of all species.




