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Fall 2018    
 
Dear LNCT Friends: 
 
Autumn presents itself in splendid colors of falling leaves and beautiful sunsets, shorter days and 
cooler temperatures, periodic rain showers amid sun-breaks, and full-on Pacific Northwest 
storms. Less time is spent on outdoor projects and we shift more effort to those that keep us 
inside. It’s a time for reflection, celebrating our accomplishments, and giving thanks.  
 
It has been a very good year at LNCT!  
 
We increased our land holdings two-fold! With the recent donation of the 111-acre forested 
Headwaters parcel we are now protecting 250 acres. Donated funds for reforestation of the 30-
acre portion that was harvested, allows us to foresee a future of a healthy forest, never to be 
logged again. 
 
With community input, we developed a draft master plan for Alder Creek Farm. We now 
have a plan to provide better opportunities to explore and enjoy the Farm, to offer more 
educational experiences, and to invite the community to be more involved in the LNCT mission. 
 
Once again our staff and volunteers have been busy. In addition to a very successful spring plant 
sale, our community gardeners produced a bountiful harvest for themselves and the North County Food 
Bank. We celebrated Earth Day with a native plant work party at Alder Creek Farm and extended our 
stewardship work to more of our properties. We had a wonderful Living Locally Gala, and an 
exceptional turnout for our annual Harvest Festival. By now the garden has been put to bed and fall 
planting of native trees and plants is almost done. 
 
We take pride in and are grateful for, the land that we have protected, the success of the 
events that we have held, the friends that we have made, and the continued support of volunteers 
and donors. 
 
We are now looking ahead to the possibilities in the coming year. Local land trusts are more 
important than ever in the endeavor to protect critical habitats for plant, animal, and yes … 
human survival. LNCT is unique in our role in the community as we preserve the lands that 
directly affect the health of the Nehalem Bay. We are still working on, but anticipate closure 
fairly soon, on the acquisition of Bott’s Marsh, a 29-acre salt marsh parcel and critical habitat for 
which protection has been pursued by various Oregon conservation groups and agencies for 
almost 40 years. 
 
We feel that to be successful in our role as a local land trust, we need to focus on community 
engagement, a long-held value from the time we chose our name, Lower Nehalem Community 
Trust. Launching the implementation of the Alder Creek Farm Master Plan and expanding our 
education and outreach programs are critical next steps for LNCT to provide awareness and 



 

                    

leadership in the work and benefits of land conservation, food production, and native plantings in 
your personal landscape, to name a few. 
 
To do these things, on top of the work we already do, we will need to expand our operational 
capacity through careful planning and staffing. This is where we need your help. 
 
We have set a goal to raise $70,000 with this Fall appeal. That is almost double of what we 
raised in the 2017 Fall appeal. Is that a lot to ask? Yes! Is it necessary and is it possible? Yes, 
and yes …….. look at what we’ve done together so far! 
 
As you are making your charitable giving choices this year, please consider the importance of the 
Trust’s work and the infrastructure needed to move it forward. We have not and will not be able 
to grow without your support. If you have any questions about the importance of meeting the 
goal of raising the $70,000 we ask for, please contact me, Allan Olson at (503) 449-4902 or 
allan@nehalemtrust.org. 
 
With deep gratitude, 
 
 
Allan Olson, President 
Lower Nehalem Community Trust 
 


